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lame," the rite performed by the priests of Baal in Elijah's presence 
(1 Kings 18 : 21, 26) must have consisted of leaping over the sacrificial 
blood exactly as the Baal Markod, "the dancing Baal," was conceived 
of by the Phoenician. This leads to a proper understanding of the 
difficult passage 2 Samuel 5 : 6-8. The Jebuzite said to David, " Thou 
shaltnot come hither unless thou hast removed the DTiDBITl D" 1 *!!?! - !- 
And David captured the fortress of Zion and said, Whosoever smites 
the Jebuzite, he must cast down the cataract both ffctl DTIDBH FllS 
D^Wl hateful to the soul of David. Therefore they say, The blind 
and the lame shall not enter the house of the Lord." That the text 
has been tampered with, can be learned from the parallel in the Book 
of Chronicles (1 Chron. 11 : 5-6). There can be little doubt that "the 
blind and the lame" were the dreaded guardian spirits, the protecting 
deities of Jerusalem, called thus either by the people or by the late 
scribes of Judea, while in fact they were " the watchers "=D" l "l"'y and the 
DTlDlB, "threshold crossers or leapers of the Jebuzites." Only thus 
light is thrown on a passage describing the greatest triumph of David 
and his general. K. Kohler. 

New York. 



Kurzgefasste Grammatik der Biblisch-Aramaischen Sprache; 
Litteratur, Paradigmen, kritisch berichtigte Texte und Glos- 
sar. Von D. Karl Marti, ord. Professor an der Universitat 
Bern. Berlin : Verlag von Reuther & Reichard ; London : 
Williams & Norgate ; New York : B. Westermann & Co., 
1896. Pp. xx + 134 + 90, i2mo. M 3.60 ; bd., M 4.60. 

This book is one of the best numbers of the Porta Linguarum 
Orientalium, and expounds the elements of the biblical Aramaic. It 
contains 128 pages of grammatical principles, four of literature, four- 
teen of paradigms, thirty-four of text (comprising all the biblical pas- 
sages), thirty-nine of glossary. 

In the preface Dr. Marti makes it clear that his book is intended 
for beginners, and hence differs in scope from the excellent treatment 
of the language in Kautzsch's grammar, while he regards the "adum- 
bratio chaldaismi biblici" (in Baer-Delitzsch's edition of Daniel, Ezra, 
and Nehemiah) as an insufficient guide to the language, to say nothing 
of the many errors that are contained in the tables. The purpose of the 
author is carried out with a considerable degree of success throughout the 
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sections on orthography and orthoepy, etymology, and syntax. The 
essential principles of the language are set forth with great clearness and 
with sufficient fullness, while the exceptions and peculiar forms receive 
due attention. While the work of previous scholars has been subjected 
to a critical estimate in all parts of the grammar, the syntax manifests 
especially the evidence of independent and careful examination of the 
phenomena of the language. The latter is divided into five chapters : 
(i) The Use of the Verbal Forms; (2) Verbal Government; (3) The 
Combination of Nouns ; (4) The Simple Sentence ; (5) Combinations 
of Sentences and the Connection of Sentences (Satzgefuge). 

The literature is tolerably complete. 

In the paradigms the various prefixes and affixes of verbs are first 
given, then follow : (1) the Pe'al and Pe'lloi the strong verb (omitting 
forms not found in the text), (2) a paradigm of sample forms from 
all the stems, samples sufficient to make the inflection clear, (3) 
sample forms of 2 gut. and b gut. verbs, (4) sample forms of "1"B, VB> 
V B, and S"B verbs, (5) separate paradigms of verbs 1*5, JO> 5*5, 
(6) a table of pronouns and pronominal suffixes, (7) the verb with 
suffixes, (8) nouns, (9) nouns with suffixes, (10) a most useful table of 
prepositions with suffixes. 

The text is accompanied with footnotes, giving, (1) brief explana- 
tions of the happy changes introduced into the passages, and, (2) 
references to the grammar. The glossary contains the best results of 
modern lexicography, including many derivations from the Iranian 
tongues, given on the competent authority of Dr. C. F. Andreas, of 
Berlin. 

For beginners this work will prove by far the most useful help now 
in use. 

Charles Rufus Brown. 

The Newton Theological Institution. 



The Influence of the Septuagint upon the Peshitta Psalter. 
Dissertation submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Require- 
ments for the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the Uni- 
versity Faculty of Philosophy, Columbia College, by J. 
Frederic Berg. New York (Printed by W. Drugulin, 
Leipzig, Germany) , 1895. Pp. viii + 162, 8vo. 

It is a question how far a Doctor's dissertation is legitimate subject 
of criticism in a journal of theology. The interest of the candidate is 



